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The decision of the Commissioner of Education remanding this matter to the
Office of Administrative Law a second time for further proceedings is affirmed for the
reasons expressed therein, with the following modification. We direct the Administrative
Law Judge to apprise the petitioner, who alleged that she had been unable to attend the
hearings held in this matter due to illness, of the options which are available to her in

presenting her case, including those which do not require her physical presence at



hearing. In so doing, we stress that the petitioner, who is acting pro se, has the burden
of demonstrating her grandson’s entitlement to a free public education in the Rutherford
school district, N.J.S.A. 18A:38-1b(1), and we caution the petitioner that this will be her

final opportunity to establish such an entitlement.
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